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was instructed to pick us up at Little America on or after January 22,
1936. She actually arrived on the nineteenth.
At no time were we "lost," in the sense that we did not have a
general idea of where we were or were unable to proceed. At no
time was Wilkins, on the Wyatt Earp, at a loss as to what to do
next. At no time were Hollick-Kenyon and I in desperate straits.
We experienced discomfort and even hardship, but we always had
food, heat, shelter, and available transportation; and though we
encountered difficulties, we overcame them as best we could and
pressed on steadily to a successful end. Our whole programme went
through as projected; and if there were a few bumps in it, these
had been anticipated and discounted.
Had our radio not failed, the world of the streets would have
hailed the crossing of Antarctica as a most intricate and difficult
undertaking in exploration carried through without a hitch. As to
the charge that I suppressed the radio for the sake of publicity, I
would have had more publicity and the newspapers a more
dramatic story than our mere "disappearance" gave them, had I
been able to send a daily account of our fortunes—how we fared
during the long blizzard on Hollick-Kenyon Plateau, for example,
or in our blind wanderings through the fog at the Bay of Whales.
Earlier in this narrative I have given in full the open letter I
signed on the eve of departure from Dundee Island, telling what
I might be expected to do in Antarctica in the event of a forced
landing. In addition to this, Sir Hubert Wilkins and I discussed
thoroughly what he would do on the Wyatt Earp if a mishap or
disaster overtook the Polar Star during the flight. Sir Hubert sum-
marised these understandings briefly, and I carried a copy of his
summary across the continent. It read as follows:
"The procedure discussed is that if the plane has passed Lat. 75°,
Long. 75°, an endeavour will be made in the U.S.A. to secure an
amphibian plane fitted with skis in place of wheels, the machine to
have a range of about 1,500 miles on floats or skis with an extra
load of pilot, navigator, and 500 pounds of provisions, some of
which will be cached, if necessary. i,500-miles range will reach from
points previously reached by ships to any point of Ellsworth's route
and return to position accessible to ships. The amphibian will be

